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Under Section 6 of the Childcare Act 2006 Oxfordshire County Council has a 
statutory duty to ensure that there is sufficient childcare available to enable families –  
 

a) to access the funded entitlements for their child  
b) to take up, or remain in work, or  
c) to undertake education or training which could reasonably lead to work.  

 
Local authorities are required to carry out an assessment of the sufficiency of 
childcare across the county to ensure they are meeting their statutory duty.  
 
Funded Early Years Entitlements  
 
Early Education for some children aged 2  
 

• A targeted offer of 570 hours per year for the most vulnerable 2 year old 
children, from the school term after their 2nd birthday  

• The aim is to reduce levels of inequality and narrow the pre-school 
educational gap between disadvantaged and better off children.  

• In Oxfordshire on average over 1600 children are eligible each term. 

• In the summer term 2018 the average take up was 76%   
 
Early Education for children aged 3 and 4 ( Universal entitlement) 
 

• A universal offer of 570 hours per year for children from the school term after 
their 3rd birthday.  

• Children receive early education, focusing on the specific learning needs of 
very young children. The aim is to prepare children so they are ready to go to 
school and to prepare them for lifelong learning. By the summer term 2018 
13,618 children were taking up the entitlement against an estimated 
population of 12,861  

 
Extended Early Education/ Childcare for some children aged 3 and 4  
 

• From September 2017 children of most working parents became eligible for 
an extended offer of a total 1,140 hours per year ( 30 hours per week).  

• The aim is to encourage parents of young children to remain economically 
active by reducing the cost of childcare. It is also hoped that the increased 
entitlement will encourage more parents to take up work.  

• By the summer term 2018 over 8000 children were estimated to be eligible for 
the extended offer in Oxfordshire, against an estimated eligible population of 
12,861. This is 62% of the eligible cohort. 
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Childcare  
 
Sufficient childcare means securing the right type and volume of provision, so far as 
is reasonably practicable, for working parents or those undertaking training with the 
intention of returning to work, for children aged 0-14 (up to 18 for a disabled child).  
The aim is to ensure parents are supported to be economically active.  
 
 
Delivery  
 

Local authorities are not expected to deliver provision themselves but to work 
with providers to ensure that there is sufficient provision available to meet 
families’ needs. It is expected that local authorities only directly deliver 
provision in exceptional circumstances where it is more appropriate for the 
authority to do so. (Note: provision delivered by a local authority maintained 
school is not regarded as provision made by a local authority.)  
Places are delivered through a mixed market of private and voluntary 
providers, including Academies and Free Schools.  
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During the past year, Oxfordshire Family Information Service (OFIS) has received 
very little feedback from parents that their childcare needs cannot be met. When 
advised OFIS has been able to support some families to find provision. Overall the 
low level of feedback together with the spread and range of childcare across the 
County suggests that the Council continues to meet its childcare sufficiency duties in 
most of the County and as far as is practicable.  
 
For pre-school children ( 0-4 age group) the population forecast for 2018 estimates 
that the number of children has increased to 42,983 from 41,128 in 2017. The 
number of recorded childcare places has also increased from 18,820 to 19,196. 
Overall the availability of places remained static at a place for every 2.3 children 
across the county. This level of availability continues to indicate sufficient provision.  
 
The take up of the funded entitlements available for pre-school children remained 
high, providing another indicator that overall supply is good. 
2 year old funded take up :- 76%  
3&4 year old universal take up :- 106%  
3&4 year old extended hours (30) take up :- 48%  
 
For primary aged children (5-11 age group) the population estimate for 2018 shows 
an increase from 2017 to 58,411 children.  
 
Childminders 
There continues to be a churn in the supply of childminders but overall the number of 
childminders has reduced from 572 to 544. A reduction of 28 over the past year. 30 
childminders were newly registered from September 2017 – October 2018, which 
would imply 58 Childminders resigned during this period.  
 
The continued reducing numbers reflect the national trend, which has seen numbers 
of childminders registered with Ofsted decrease by nearly a quarter since August 
2012.  
 
Oxfordshire Family Information Service has received some reports of parents unable 
to find childcare when a childminder is their preference.  
During a recent survey completed by the Family Information Service, childminders 
advised they are frequently having to direct parents to other providers such as 
nurseries due to a lack of spaces.  
 
The reasons that childminders cease to operate are varied. A survey carried out in 
2015 identified the following reasons: change in circumstances, change of career, 
too much paper work, Ofsted inspection experience and financial. Whilst a detailed 
survey has not been carried out since 2015, anecdotal evidence suggests that these 
continue to be the main reasons for childminders resigning their Ofsted registration.  
 
The council seeks to recruit new childminders. Childminding as a career is promoted 
on the Council’s Childcare and early education jobs and training | Oxfordshire 
County Council webpage. Face to face pre-registration briefing sessions are no 
longer offered. This is, due to falling demand and reduced capacity within the Early 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/children-education-and-families/working-children-and-young-people/childcare-and-early-education-jobs-and-training/childcare-jobs
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/children-education-and-families/working-children-and-young-people/childcare-and-early-education-jobs-and-training/childcare-jobs
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Years Team. Comprehensive information on Becoming a childminder | Oxfordshire 
County Council however, available on the Council’s website.  
 
Early Years Providers  
Since the last report there has been an increase in Pre Schools/ Playgroups and Day 
Nurseries from 290 to 292 
During this period 6 Pre Schools/ Playgroups and Day Nurseries have closed but 7 
new ones have opened across the county. There has also been some incorrectly 
recorded providers that have been re-categorised on the Family Information Service 
Directory. The closures resulted in the loss of 121 places but the new providers 
created 336 places so overall there has been an increase of 215 places across 
Oxfordshire with 80 of those new places created in Didcot an area where sufficiency 
was low.  
 
Schools  
During the period under review the number of schools ( including maintained and 
academies providing early education places increased by 16. This is due to some 
schools being incorrectly recorded in the last report.  
Since the last report 1 school has closed its early years provision losing 20 places 
but two new schools have created 94 new places for early years children so overall 
there has been an increase by 74 places. 60 of those new places have been created 
in Didcot an area where sufficiency was low.  
 
Out of School provision  
Much of the out of school provision, particularly breakfast and after school clubs, is 
operated by schools. Where this is the case provision is not separately registered 
with Ofsted and is reviewed as part of the school’s overall Ofsted inspection. 
Consequently, Oxfordshire Family Information Service (OFIS) must rely on other 
sources, other than Ofsted registration data, to identify the availability of school run 
provision. It is therefore possible that not all out of school provision is included in the 
data held by OFIS.  
The number of breakfast and after school clubs identified as being available for 
primary age children are 149 Breakfast clubs and 148 Afterschool clubs.  
The data shows the current number of places available in breakfast clubs is 3028 
and after school clubs 3106. The Family Information Service is currently working with 
providers to ensure this data is accurate. The nature of this type of provision means 
that often there is flexibility to respond quickly to changing demand.  
 
The data in these reports does not include sports, leisure and arts activities, open 
access adventure playgrounds, sports camps and holiday activities etc run by 
community, sport and cultural organisations that often function as de facto childcare, 
especially for older children. Where details of these activities are obtained the 
information is included in the Family Information Directory.  
 
Since September 2016 parents have the right to ask their child’s school to establish 
wraparound and/ or holiday childcare and childcare providers have the right to 
request to use school facilities for these purposes.  We are not aware of any new 
provision being created through this system. 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-providers/childrens-services-providers/information-childminders/becoming-childminder
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-providers/childrens-services-providers/information-childminders/becoming-childminder
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/home.page
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wraparound-and-holiday-childcare-responding-to-requests
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wraparound-and-holiday-childcare-responding-to-requests
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Since the implementation of the Extended hours entitlement we have seen a 
decrease in the number of places available for eligible 2 year olds. Providers seem 
to be offering the 30 hours instead of a funded 2 year old place.  
 
The data table below shows that sufficiency has consistently dropped since the 
implementation of the Extended hours.  
 

Term 
Total Number of Expected Places 
Needed 

Totally Number of Available 
Places 

2YO 
Sufficiency 

Autumn 
2016 1646 1726 105% 

Spring 2017 1564 1353 87% 

Summer 
2017 1668 1294 78% 

Autumn 
2017 1631 1294 79% 

Spring 2018 1546 1235 80% 

Summer 
2018 1527 1167 76% 

 
Over the last year, the number of eligible children has been fairly static at around 
1600 each term. However, in the summer term 2018 there was a decrease in the 
number of eligible children of 142 compared with Summer 2017. With the eligibility 
criteria mainly based upon families’ economic circumstances this is most likely 
reflecting the current very high levels of employment in Oxfordshire.  
 
The take up of places, assessed at the end of each school term (see table 2.3) has 
remained high, averaging 76%. In line with previous years the take up was lower in 
the summer term. The reasons for the lower take up in the summer term may include 
lower availability of places, as demand for all funded places peaks in this term, and 
parents not wishing to start their child prior to the summer holiday. A few providers 
offer the entitlement all year round i.e. fewer hours per week  over more weeks.  
The take up of places in Oxfordshire compares well with the take up in England of 
72% and the South East of 70% ( National Early Years Census January 2018). This 
comparatively high take up is an indicator of both good availability of places and 
effective promotion of the entitlement.  
 
Parents are notified, via a postcard, that they are likely to be eligible. The Family 
Information Service provides support to parents to find suitable childcare.  They also 
assist with the application process. Officers work with other partners, particularly 
Health Visitors, with the aim of ensuring the take up of the entitlement remains high.  
 
The school partnership areas where the available data suggests there are more 
likely to be sufficiency gaps are in Abingdon, Bicester and Wheatley.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/education-provision-children-under-5-years-of-age-january-2018
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In September 2017 the Extended free entitlement (EFE) for 3 & 4 year olds 
was introduced.  This gives eligible working families the opportunity to access 
up to an additional 15 hours of government funded early education provision 
in addition to the 15 hours universal free entitlement (UFE). This is available 
to eligible 3 & 4 year olds not in a reception class.  

 
 
The following table show the take up of the extended entitlement 

 Percentage of all Funded Providers by type 
Autumn 2017  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

8%

27%

22%
2%

8%

4%

27%

2%

Breakdown of Providers offering 30 hours 
(Autumn 2017)

Academy

Day Nursery

Childminder

Independent School Nursery

Nursery Class in Maintained School

Nursery School

Playgroup or PreSchool

Private Provider
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9%

21%

28%
3%

10%

4%

23%

2%

Breakdown of Providers offering 30 hours 
(Spring 2018)

Academy

Day Nursery

Childminder

Independent School Nursery

Nursery Class in Maintained School

Nursery School

Playgroup or PreSchool

Private Provider

9%

20%

32%
2%

9%

4%

22%

2%

Breakdown of Providers offering 30 Hour 
Funding (Summer 2018) 

Academy

Day Nursery

Childminder

Independent School Nursery

Nursery Class in Maintained School

Nursery School

Playgroup or PreSchool

Private Provider
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The data table below, provides a breakdown of the percentage of providers offering 
the 30 hours. 83% of providers across Oxfordshire have reported that are now 
offering the extended entitlement.  

 
 
Oxfordshire had anticipated a need for 8102 places, with approximately 63% of the 
population of 3 & 4 year olds likely to require some additional hours to meet their 
childcare needs.  
The demand for the extended hours has been lower than expected with 3765 places 
being taken up in the summer term 2018. This could be due to the entitlement being 
new, no feedback from parents has been received that they have been unable to find 
additional hours.  
Evidence suggests that some eligible parents are not taking up their offer because 
their current provider is not offering the Extended (30hours) or not making it available 
in a way that meets their needs. 
Due to significant housing developments across the county and parents becoming 
more aware of the extended entitlement it is predicted take up will increase as they 
make informed decisions about childcare. Oxfordshire will continue to review data 
and identify trends in take up.  
 
Funded early education places for all 3 and 4 year old children.  
Availability of places is good across Oxfordshire and in most school partnership 
areas. The current sufficiency assessment does not include any spare capacity in 
the private and voluntary sectors. This is because the numbers fluctuate at short 
notice. In the areas where the available data suggests less than 100% sufficiency ( 
the percentage of demand against supply) the apparent shortfalls do not materialise 
in practice and there are spare places available in schools in these areas.  
Take up of the entitlement is very high. Very few instances are identified of children 
not taking up at least some of their entitlement before entering a school reception 
class. The National Early Years Census January 2018, recorded overall take up of 
early education for children aged 3 and 4, in England at 94%, the South East region 
at 95% and Oxfordshire at 95%.

Provision Type 
Offers Universal Funded 
Places 

Offers Extended (30) 
hour places 

Percentage of funded 
providers offering 30 hour 
places 

Nursery Units of Independent Schools 13 8 62% 

Nursery Schools and Classes 121 86 71% 

After School Club 19 18 95% 

Breakfast Club 16 15 94% 

Day nursery 129 121 94% 

Pre-School Playgroup 131 110 84% 

Holiday Scheme 15 14 93% 

Childminder 244 201 82% 

Private Nursery School 14 11 79% 

Creche 4 3 75% 

Total 706 587 83% 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/education-provision-children-under-5-years-of-age-january-2018
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Childcare for families of children with a disability 
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Each Local Authority publishes a Local Offer. The Local Offer sets out in one place, 

comprehensive information about the provision expected to be available in the area 

across education, health and social care for children and young people in the county 

who have SEN or are disabled, including those who do not have EHC plans. 

 

All early years and childcare providers are encouraged and supported to be inclusive 

and offer places to meet the needs of all children. The Family Information Service 

generally finds that most childcare providers are willing to respond to the needs of 

children with a disability and those with special educational needs.  

 

 

The support offered by the Council includes: - 

▪ services that provide Early Support for children with complex health needs or 
disabilities.  

 

• support to mainstream providers by the Early Years Team. 
 

▪ Special Education Needs support for providers, available on the Council’s 
website. 

 

▪ Training, including Equality and Diversity and undertaking the Early Years 
Special Education Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) role is available as part the 
Council’s Step into Training programme for early years and childcare providers.  

 
▪ Support and training for carers and support workers of children with specific 

health needs in various community settings which follows the Oxfordshire Shared 
Care Protocols (2016) from the training co-ordinator of the Oxfordshire 
Community Children’s Nursing Team. They can also provide general medical 
awareness training for carers and support workers of children.  

 

• The Family Information Directory highlights some providers with a Local Offer Flag. This 
is where sufficient information has been provided to identify providers who offer places 
in accordance with the Council’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
Local Offer. The Local Offer brings together information about education, health and 
care services for children and young people from 0 to 25 with SEND.  

 

• In September 2018, there were 376 provisions identified as supporting the Local Offer. 

Home child carers are employed by the families and enable parents to have a child 
cared for in their own home by a carer who is registered with Ofsted and can 
demonstrate that they have common core skills and paediatric first aid qualifications.  
Children with complex health and behavioural needs, including Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD), may particularly benefit from the continuity of childcare and play 
offered in their own home as well as access to equipment to meet their care needs.  
 

The Council contracts 9 organisations to deliver a range of childcare and short breaks 
services supporting disabled children and their families. These services were re-
commissioned in April 2017 and are commissioned to run until the end of March 2022. The 
number of children and young people using these services continues to increase.  In 2017-
18 there were 1117 children with disabilities who, along with their families, benefitted from a 
range of services including after school clubs, holiday play schemes, teenage youth groups 
and, for some, overnight respite care. This is an increase of 17.3% from 2016-17 when there 
were 952 children

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/early-support-children-complex-health-needs-or-disabilities
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/early-support-children-complex-health-needs-or-disabilities
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-providers/childrens-services-providers/good-practice-and-ideas-childcare-providers
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/sen-support-providers
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/step-training
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/results.page?attributes=4&familieschannel=0
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/special-educational-needs-and-disability-local-offer
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/special-educational-needs-and-disability-local-offer
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/children-education-and-families/education-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disability-local-offer/introduction-send
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A summary of the Short Break services commissioned is on page 15 and full details can 
be found in the Council’s Short Breaks webpage.   

 

• The Short Break team also provide additional funding support for staffing, training or 
equipment to enable inclusion and access into clubs and activities when needed, as well 
as help with transport and fees for services, for families facing financial difficulties. 
Information on the funding streams available are available on the Council’s Short Breaks 
webpage. 
 

• The Council continues to work in partnership with families, so that they are able to 
contribute to the shaping of services, and to take part in decisions about available 
options and best use of available resources in response to local needs.  The Council will 
also ensure that families have opportunities to review service performance and to 
provide feedback to inform plans for the future.  All Commissioned Services are 
expected to consult children and families to ensure the services they provide meet the 
needs of the families they serve. 

 
Help and support with finding childcare and short break activities for disabled 
children 

 

1. Oxfordshire Family Information Directory - The Family Information Service 
generally finds that most childcare providers are willing to respond to the needs of 
children with a disability and those with special educational needs. 

 

2. Disability Information Officer A Disability Information Officer is part of the 
Oxfordshire Family Information Service team and can help families find childcare, 
play and leisure activities for children.  
Between 1st October 2017 and 30th September 2018, 800 contacts were made with 
families with a child with a disability or an additional need.  They received support, 
advice and guidance. Of those approximately 600 had more in-depth support 
including information on childcare provision and in-depth brokerage.  
 

3. Children attending special schools - there are Out of School Liaison Officers 
(OSLOs) linked to some special schools who help parents/carers find out about 
childcare, play and leisure and short break activities for their children. 
 

4. Guidance for using the OFIS Directory - there are guidance notes available to 
help families and professionals find the information they are looking for more easily 
and more targeted to their needs. 

 
 
 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/short-breaks-disabled-children
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/short-breaks-disabled-children
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/home.page
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/children-education-and-families/information-parents/find-childcare/disabled-children
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/disabilities.page?disabilitieschannel=0
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/site.page?id=ti8POvlm7KI
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Additional information:  

• Short Breaks webpage 

• Local Offer webpage  

• email Short Break Team on cdsredesign@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

• Oxfordshire Family Information Service Directory contact Pauline MacKinnon (Disability 
Information Officer).   

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/short-breaks-disabled-children
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/special-educational-needs-and-disability-local-offer
mailto:cdsredesign@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/disabilities.page?disabilitieschannel=0
mailto:pauline.mackinnon@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:pauline.mackinnon@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Short Breaks Services (commissioned 2017-18) 

Provider Type of provision Age range Location 

Autism Family Support 
Holiday Activities, Youth 
Groups & Family Support 

8 to 18 Countywide 

Barnardo's Holiday activities 5 to 18 Abingdon 

Barnardo's After School Clubs 5 to 18 Abingdon 

Barnardo's Holiday activities 5 to 18 Witney            

Barnardo's After School Club 5 to 18 Witney 

Bardwell School Holiday Activities 5 to 18 Bicester  

Bardwell School After School Club 5 to 18 Bicester 

Bardwell School Youth Group 11 to 18  Bicester 

Bishopswood School After School Club 5 to 18 Sonning Common 

Bishopswood School1 Holiday activities 5 to 18 Sonning Common 

Fitzwaryn School Holiday activities 5 to 19 Wantage 

Kids2 Holiday activities 5 to 18 
Holton / 
Wheatley 

Kids After School Clubs 5 to 18 
Holton / 
Wheatley 

Let's Play Holiday activities 5 to 18 Banbury 

Let's Play After School Club 5 to 18 Banbury 

Let's Play Youth Club 11 to 18  Banbury 

Parasol Holiday activities 5 to 12 Oxford 

Parasol Holiday activities 12 to 18 Oxford 

Yellow Submarine Holiday activities 11 to 18 Abingdon 

Yellow Submarine Holiday activities 11 to 18 Oxford  

Yellow Submarine Holiday activities 11 to 18 Witney 

Yellow Submarine Holiday activities 16 to 18 Witney 

Yellow Submarine Youth Group 11 to 18 Abingdon 

Yellow Submarine Youth Group 11 to 18 Didcot 

Yellow Submarine Youth Group 11 to 18 Oxford 

Yellow Submarine Youth Group 11 to 18 Witney 

Services may be able to deliver services to young people of 19 years of age, if additional funding can be 
identified.

                                            
1 Bishopswood School took over the Holiday Activities from Coreassets in May 2018  
2 KIDS took over from Coreassets in June 2018 



The Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)  Early Years Advisory Team  
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The OCC Early Years Team provides a service for Early Years (EY) practitioners and leaders 
in maintained schools, academies, nursery schools, private, voluntary and independent (PVI) 
settings and childminders. The service enables them to continue their professional 
development and improve practice and provision. The aim is to improve the outcomes for 
young people in Oxfordshire by ensuring they all have access to high quality early education 
and care. Increasing the number of providers, in Oxfordshire,  that are judged by Ofsted to 
be at least ‘good’ continues to be a key focus. Support ranges from universal to targeted 
depending on the type of provider, their latest Ofsted judgement and a review of their capacity 
to maintain and improve their quality. 

 
Universal Services - all providers have access to the following: 

➢ Webpages, Schools News, Facebook page, Free Toolkit  (no charges) 
➢ Buy-in Toolkit (available to purchase) 
➢ Step into Training courses (charges apply) 
➢ Buy-in support – Bespoke support can include ‘quality reviews’, advisory visits and 

training 
 
For further information about our targeted Services please see the EY Guarantee for 2018-19  

 
The key priorities for 2018-19 are: 
 

 
 
In 2018 73.5% of children reached a Good Level of Development (GLD) in 
Oxfordshire compared to 71.5% nationally. 
 
Oxfordshire is also above the national average for both reading (80.2%, compared with 
77.0%) and writing (75.6% compared with 73.7%) – which previously have been areas of 
concern. 
However, provisionally the gap between those children in receipt of free school meals (FSM) 
and non-free school meals has widened to 23% compared to 17% nationally.

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/information-early-education-and-childcare-providers
https://www.facebook.com/OxonEarlyYears
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/early-education-toolkit
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/early-education-toolkit
https://oxfordshirecpdonline.com/cpd/default.asp?sid=
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/early-years-buy-support
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/children-education-and-families/childrens-services/delivering-services-children/improvement-guarantee
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Provisional Educational Attainment Report – Early Years 
Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) 

July 2018 
 
 

1. Good level of development: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 73% of children in Oxfordshire make a good level of development by the end of the 
foundation stage. This remains above the national average. 

• Although it looks as if performance has remained the same as in 2017 this is due to 
rounding. In 2017, 72.5% of children made a good level of development (rounded to 
73%). In 2018 provisional figures indicate 73.4% (rounds down to 73%). Hence in 
reality performance has continued to increase this year. 

 

 Cohort 
% good level of development 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018* 

Oxfordshire 7655 60 66 70 73 73 

England  60 66 69 71 72 

 
2. EYFSP by area of learning 
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• A greater proportion of children in Oxfordshire achieve the expected standard 
in each of the Areas of Learning compared to those nationally. 

 
 

3. Pupil groups: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Oxfordshire continues to perform below the national averages for pupils at SEND 
support and those eligible for free school meals. 
 

• The proportion of girls achieving a good level of development in Oxfordshire dipped 
slightly in 2018, from 80% to 79%. The performance of boys has increased from 66% 
to 68% and remains above the national average for this pupil group. 

 
 

 

Cohort 

 % Good level of development 

Oxfordshire England 

2016 2017 2018* 2016 2017 2018* 

All pupils 7655  70 73 73 69 71 72 

         

Boys 3937  63 66 68 62 64 65 

Girls 3718  78 80 79 77 78 79 

         

FSM eligible 607  51 53 51 54 56 57 

Non FSM 
eligible 

6809 
 

72 74 76 72 73 74 

FSM Gap   -21 -20 -23 -18 -17 -17 

         

SEND support 436  20 22 20 26 27 28 

SEND 
statement/ EHC 
plan 

76 
 

0 0 1 4 4 5 

No SEND 6904  75 77 78 75 76 77 
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First Language – 
English 

6296 
 

73 75 76 71 73 73 

First Language – 
Other 

1106 
 

60 64 65 63 65 66 

         

White British 5362   75 76  73 73 

BAME 1892    69  68 69 

 
 

4. Free School Meals (FSM)  eligible Children: 
 
• The FSM Gap(difference between pupils known to be eligible for and claiming 

FSM in Oxfordshire and non-FSM pupils nationally) has widened again this year, 
from 20%pts to 23%pts.  
Nationally the FSM gap has remained at 17%pts. 
 

• This increased gap is primarily due to a decrease in the attainment of FSM pupils 
in Oxfordshire, falling from 53% in 2017 to 51% in 2018. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• An additional 33 FSM pupils would need to achieve a good level of development in 
order for the FSM gap in Oxfordshire to be in line with that nationally. 
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FSM performance by early learning goals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• It is in both literacy and to a lesser extent mathematics that FSM children in 
Oxfordshire perform particularly poorly compared to the same group 
nationally. 
 

• 52% of FSM pupils in Oxfordshire achieve the expected level in literacy 
compared with 58% of FSM pupils nationally. 
It would take an additional 36 FSM pupils in Oxfordshire to achieve the 
expected level in literacy in order to be in line with the national average for 
this measure 

 

• It mathematics it would take an additional 13 FSM pupils in Oxfordshire in 
order to be in line with that nationally 
 
Breaking Literacy and Mathematics down further: 
 
 % achieving at least expected standard – FSM pupils 

Literacy Mathematics 

Reading Writing Numeracy 
Space, Shapes & 

Measures 

Oxfordshire 58.3 52.7 64.7 70.2 

England 62.1 58.5 66.1 68.9 

 

• It is in writing that FSM children in Oxfordshire perform the least well 
compared to the same group nationally, with 53% of FSM children reaching 
the expected standard compared with 59% nationally. This is a difference of 
35 children. 
 

• A greater proportion of FSM children in Oxfordshire achieve the expected 
standard in Space, Shape & Measures compared with the same cohort 
nationally. 
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Additional information  

 
a. Prime areas of learning: 

 
 % achieving at least expected – FSM pupils 

Communication 
& language 

Physical 
Development 

Personal, 
Social & 

Emotional Dev 

All Prime Areas 
of Learning 

Oxfordshire 72.0 77.4 73.5 64.7 

England 71.7 78.4 72.5 67.2 

 
b. Specific areas of learning: 

 
 % achieving at least expected – FSM pupils 

Literacy Mathematics 
Understanding 

the World 
Expressive 

Arts & Design 
All Specific Areas 

of Learning 

Oxfordshire 52.1 62.4 76.1 82.2 51.1 

England 58.0 64.5 73.0 78.1 55.5 

 
 
 

5. Pupils with SEND Support 
• This cohort in Oxfordshire has increased by 11% this year to 436 children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• SEND support pupils in Oxfordshire perform below the same cohort nationally 
in all areas of learning except for Expressive Art & Design (EXP). 
 

• It is in Literacy in which there is the greatest gap between SEND Support 
children in Oxfordshire and nationally. 
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Breaking this down further: 
 
 % achieving at least expected standard – SEND Support 

Literacy Mathematics 

Reading Writing Numeracy 
Space, Shapes & 

Measures 

Oxfordshire 33.7 25.0 41.5 42.2 

England 38.8 33.1 44.5 45.3 

 

• SEND children in Oxfordshire perform below the same cohort nationally in all 
goals within Literacy and Mathematics. 

• It is in writing that the greatest difference occurs, with only 25% of Oxfordshire 
SEND children achieving the expected standard compared with 33% of the 
same cohort nationally.  
79% of children with no SEND achieve the expected standard in writing. 

 
 

c. Prime areas of learning (SEND support): 
 

 % achieving at least expected – SEND Support pupils 

Communication 
& language 

Physical 
Development 

Personal, 
Social & 

Emotional Dev 

All Prime Areas 
of Learning 

Oxfordshire 33.7 47.2 39.0 25.5 

England 39.5 51.9 45.4 33.8 

 
 

d. Specific areas of learning (SEND support): 
 

 % achieving at least expected – SEND support pupils 

Literacy 
Mathematics 

Understanding 
the World 

Expressive 
Arts & Design 

All Specific Areas 
of Learning 

Oxfordshire 24.5 36.0 40.6 54.4 21.1 

England 32.4 40.9 45.3 53.3 28.1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ofsted and Quality  
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The below charts show the percentage of Ofsted judgements in Oxfordshire.  
 

 
 

• 93% of Oxfordshire’s providers have been rated Good or Outstanding  

• 92% of funded 2 year olds are in a provider with a Good or Outstanding 
judgement.  
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The cost of childcare  
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The available information for Oxfordshire shows that the fees charged by Day 
Nurseries and Childminders have increased.  

 
The Family and Childcare Trust undertake a national annual survey of childcare fees 
(childcare-survey-2018) The latest report in 2018 showed that, following a year where 
fees had remained relatively stable, on average national fees for Under 2’s and over 
2’s in a day Nursery increased by roughly 6%. Fee’s in the out of school sector have 
shown a lower increase nationally by 2%.  

 
The table below shows a comparison of childcare fees nationally, regionally and locally 
based upon the 2018 Family and Childcare Trust report and local audit data. The data 
shows us that Oxfordshire has above average fees both nationally and regionally for 
day nurseries and out of school care. The information suggests that fees charged by 
childminders in Oxfordshire remain below the national average despite an increase 
locally of roughly 6% since 2017.  

 
Fees charged in both Oxfordshire and the South East remained significantly higher 
than the average for England.  
 
When supporting childcare settings, council officers encourage providers to consider 
the affordability of their provision and to ensure that the available financial help with 
childcare costs support (Help with paying for childcare) is regularly promoted to 
parents. When considering grant funding for a provision the affordability of childcare 
is a consideration for the council.  
 
The council’s website and Gov.UK provides information on the financial support 
available to help with the cost of childcare. Help with accessing entitlements is also 
available from other sources, including the Family Information Service, Citizens Advice 
and college welfare officers etc. 
 
Some providers report that they find it challenging to achieve a balance between 
generating sufficient fee income and meeting operating costs, particularly paying 
sufficient wages to attract and retain high quality staff. 

    Changes in the cost of childcare between 2017 and 2018           

  Provision type Oxfordshire South East England           

  Day Nurseries £6.19 (£5.82) +6.4% 
Under 2s £5.67 (£5.45)         
Over 2s £5.25 (£5.04) 

Under 2s £4.99 (£4.70)        
Over 2s £4.83 (£4.54)           

  Childminders £4.75 (£4.49) +5.8% 
Under 2s £4.87 (£4.79)     
Over 2s £4.80 (£4.67) 

Under 2s £4.42 (£4.43)        
Over 2s £4.40 (£4.40)           

  

After School 
Club £3.83 (£3.45) +11% £4.20 (£3.68) £3.59 (£3.52)           

https://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/childcare-survey-2018
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/children-education-and-families/information-parents/find-childcare/help-paying-childcare


Sufficiency gaps – where available provision is less likely to be meeting 

the needs of parents  
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Oxfordshire Family Information Service collects information on unmet childcare needs. 
Given the size of the population very little feedback is received from parents. This level 
of feedback together with the spread and range of childcare across the County 
suggests that overall the council is meeting its childcare sufficiency duty in most of the 
County and as far as is practicable.  
 
From the Council’s own analysis of sufficiency, from other information collected and 
local knowledge of officers, we are aware of the following areas where available 
provision is less likely to be meeting the needs of parents:-  
 

• In a few cases parents, have advised that they are unable to find childcare that 
matches their particular needs. An example is childminding places in some 
areas.  

• The availability of places for funded 2 year old children in some areas of the 
county, particularly in the following school partnership areas:-Bicester, 
Kidlington, Wheatley and Didcot. The council hasn’t received specific feedback 
from parents having issues in these areas other than Didcot.  

• The availability of extended hour places (30 hours) in some areas of the county, 
particularly in the following school partnership areas : Thame, Wantage and 
Didcot.  
Sufficiency of 2, 3 and 4 year old places has improved in Didcot from Autumn 
18 due to the opening of a day nursery providing an additional 80 funded 
places. The council’s outreach officer is working closely with providers in areas 
where sufficiency is low.  

• Out of school childcare in rural areas. This is due to the challenges of creating 
sustainable provision where there is low demand. If the Council becomes aware 
of this then it seeks solutions. This may include local initiatives to encourage 
and support new childminders to start up.  

• Parents seeking childcare outside traditional hours of 8am to 6pm, including 
those working in hospitals and in universities. Day nurseries, including those 
located on hospital and university sites report challenges in extending hours, 
including availability of staff and insufficient demand for extended provision to 
cover the additional running costs that would be incurred. In response,  
childminders are able to offer more flexibility around opening hours. However, 
recruitment and retention of childminders has become an increasing challenge, 
in light of declining numbers both nationally and in Oxfordshire. In Oxford, it is 
possible that the competition they face from other types of provision is an 
additional factor.  

• Parents can find looking for more flexible arrangements including school pick 
up’s and drop off’s a challenge 

 



Priorities 2018-2019 
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• Undertake further sufficiency assessments that will inform the capacity building 
required to deliver the extended entitlement to 30 hours of funded childcare, for 
3 and 4 year old children where gaps exist. Explore options for the effective 
collection of provider’s spare capacity data to inform analysis. Explore whether 
the data can reflect where children take up provision rather than where they 
live.  
Develop a comprehensive 30 hour forecasting tool to map potential eligible 
families with local supply. 

• Support providers to build further capacity required to deliver the extended 
entitlement (30 hours) of funded childcare, for some 3 and 4 year old children, 
through revenue and capital grant schemes, with an emphasis on flexibility and 
through partnerships with other local providers..  

• Secure additional places for funded 2 year old children in the remaining areas 
where significant supply gaps remain and ensure the 30 hour offer doesn’t have 
a detrimental impact on the number of funded two year old places available.  

• Support the take up of the funded entitlements among vulnerable groups to 
support the Council’s work on ensuring children are ready for school and are 
better able to achieve a good level of development at age 5.  

• Respond to changing demand including those resulting from government 
initiatives, population changes, housing developments and the numbers of 
children eligible to funded early education at aged 2.  

• Work with schools and academies to seek their engagement and contribution 
towards ensuring that there is sufficient funded early education capacity and 
out of school childcare places available in their catchment areas. Early years 
places on school sites are reflected in the Pupil Place Plan | Oxfordshire County 
Council. 

 
Services for disabled children  
 

• Support the take up of the early education and childcare entitlements and 
promote the additional funding available to providers.  

• Monitor effective delivery of commissioned Short Break Activities aimed to 
provide a range of fun and safe choice activities for children and young people 
of different age and abilities. 

• Support providers to deliver high quality provision.  

• Target funding and support so that families on low incomes with SEND 
children are also able to access high quality activities.   

• Increase the number of children with disabilities and young people to access 
mainstream activities and services by providing resources to support groups 
to do this. 

• Promote  access to childcare for parents/ carers with disabled children who 
are working or who wish to work.  

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/our-work-schools/pupil-place-plan
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/our-work-schools/pupil-place-plan


Section 1: Supply of childcare, birth to 4 year olds  
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 Table 1:1  

The number of providers by school partnership area and type of provider for 
children aged birth to 4.  
 
This shows the number and type of provider available in each school 
partnership area.  

School 
Partnership Area Childminder 

Day 
Nursery 

Pre-school 
Playgroup 

Private 
Nursery 
School 

School 
Early 
Education 
Providers 

Grand 
Total 

Banbury North 48 12 5 1 10 81 

Bicester North 61 6 13 0 13 104 

Burford North 7 4 9 0 3 25 

Carterton North 22 2 3 0 2 35 
Chipping 
Norton North 21 6 9 0 4 38 

Eynsham North 12 3 4 0 5 27 

Kidlington North 13 2 4 1 3 28 

Warriner North 8 3 4 2 5 27 

Witney North 21 6 8 2 7 55 

Woodstock North 13 2 6 0 5 29 

North   226 46 65 6 57 400 

Cherwell Central 22 17 5 1 7 52 

Cumnor Central 10 4 4 0 7 28 

Headington Central 8 6 0 1 3 20 

Isis Central 26 9 2 0 3 40 
Oxford South 
East Central 15 4 4 0 3 25 

Wheatley Central 5 3 5 0 3 17 

Central   86 43 20 2 26 177 

Abingdon South 49 10 13 0 12 84 
Chiltern 
Edge/Sonning 
Common South 2 5 1 0 1 9 

Didcot South 42 6 9 0 9 64 

Faringdon South 14 5 5 1 3 39 

Henley South 6 5 3 1 3 21 

Thame South 32 1 5 2 3 43 

Wallingford South 17 4 6 1 3 36 

Wantage South 23 3 8 0 5 44 

Watlington South 10 4 3 0 2 22 

Woodcote South 4 0 6 3 1 23 

South   199 43 59 8 42 351 

Oxfordshire 
Total   511 132 144 16 125 928 
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Table 1.2:  

 
The number of places by school partnership area and type of provider for 
children aged birth to 4  
 
This shows the number of places available in each school partnership area  
 

School 
Partnership  Area 

Day 
Nursery 

Pre-
school/Playgroup 

Private 
Nursery 
School Childminder 

School 
Early 
Education 
Providers 

Overall 
Total 

Banbury North 833 128 26 184 510 1681 

Bicester North 423 361 0 237 736 1757 

Burford North 185 187 0 30 190 592 

Carterton North 168 114 0 84 80 446 
Chipping 
Norton North 248 186 0 48 104 586 

Eynsham North 168 87 0 51 160 466 

Kidlington North 127 112 24 50 160 473 

Warriner North 92 123 38 47 110 410 

Witney North 375 227 100 81 236 1019 

Woodstock North 55 120 0 44 160 379 

North   2674 1645 188 856 2446 7809 

Cherwell Central 924 120 30 68 350 1492 

Cumnor Central 283 207 0 37 208 735 

Headington Central 348 0 40 27 69 484 

Isis Central 392 52 0 83 400 927 
Oxford South 
East Central 315 91 0 43 399 848 

Wheatley Central 126 120 0 18 158 422 

Central   2388 590 70 276 1584 4908 

Abingdon South 520 252 0 167 421 1360 
Chiltern 
Edge/Sonning 
Common South 259 44 0 8 0 311 

Didcot South 331 362 0 143 385 1221 

Faringdon South 446 136 26 45 104 757 

Henley South 272 84 21 13 88 478 

Thame South 39 126 40 103 119 427 

Wallingford South 275 177 0 43 101 596 

Wantage South 237 192 0 76 184 689 

Watlington South 269 61 0 34 80 444 

Woodcote South 0 115 68 13 0 196 

South   2648 1549 155 645 1482 6479 

Oxfordshire 
Total   7710 3784 413 1777 5512 19196 
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Table 1:3  
 
The percentage of places by type of provider and school partnership area for 
children aged birth to 4  
 
This shows the mix of providers and gives an indication of the availability of 
choice for parents 

School 
Partnership  Area 

Day 
Nursery 

Pre-
school/Playgroup 

Private 
Nursery 
School Childminder 

School Early 
Education 
Providers 

Banbury North 59% 9% 2% 16% 14% 

Bicester North 33% 26% 0% 26% 15% 

Burford North 31% 32% 0% 5% 32% 

Carterton North 38% 26% 0% 19% 18% 

Chipping Norton North 42% 32% 0% 8% 18% 

Eynsham North 36% 19% 0% 11% 34% 

Kidlington North 27% 24% 5% 11% 34% 

Warriner North 22% 30% 9% 11% 27% 

Witney North 37% 22% 10% 8% 23% 

Woodstock North 15% 32% 0% 12% 42% 

North   34% 21% 2% 11% 31% 

Cherwell Central 62% 8% 2% 5% 23% 

Cumnor Central 39% 28% 0% 5% 28% 

Headington Central 72% 0% 8% 6% 14% 

Isis Central 42% 6% 0% 9% 43% 
Oxford South 
East Central 37% 11% 0% 5% 47% 

Wheatley Central 30% 28% 0% 4% 37% 

Central   49% 12% 1% 6% 32% 

Abingdon South 38% 19% 0% 12% 31% 
Chiltern 
Edge/Sonning 
Common South 83% 14% 0% 3% 0% 

Didcot South 27% 30% 0% 12% 32% 

Faringdon South 59% 18% 3% 6% 14% 

Henley South 57% 18% 4% 3% 18% 

Thame South 9% 30% 9% 24% 28% 

Wallingford South 46% 30% 0% 7% 17% 

Wantage South 34% 28% 0% 11% 27% 

Watlington South 61% 14% 0% 8% 18% 

Woodcote South 0% 59% 35% 7% 0% 

South   41% 24% 2% 10% 23% 

Oxfordshire 
Total   40% 20% 2% 9% 29% 
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Table 1.4  
 
The number of children per place by type of provider and school partnership area for children aged birth to 4 
 
This provides an indicator of possible sufficiency gaps and the likelihood of new provision being able to successfully enter the 
market 
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Banbury North 4760 833 5.7 128 37.2 26 183.1 229 20.8 472 10.1 1688 2.8 

Bicester North 3275 423 7.7 327 10.0 0 0.0 336 9.7 517 6.3 1603 2.0 

Burford North 1,010 185 5.5 187 5.4 0 0.0 35 28.9 132 7.7 539 1.9 

Carterton North 1408 168 8.4 114 12.4 0 0.0 90 15.6 214 6.6 586 2.4 
Chipping 
Norton North 1479 241 6.1 186 8.0 0 0.0 66 22.4 124 11.9 617 2.4 

Eynsham North 836 168 5.0 87 9.6 0 0.0 57 14.7 65 12.9 377 2.2 

Kidlington North 1358 127 10.7 112 12.1 24 56.6 56 24.3 138 9.8 457 3.0 

Warriner North 676 92 7.3 123 5.5 38 17.8 59 11.5 82 8.2 394 1.7 

Witney North 2286 375 6.1 227 10.1 100 22.9 102 22.4 231 9.9 1035 2.2 

Woodstock North 573 55 10.4 120 4.8 0 0.0 56 10.2 73 7.8 304 1.9 

North   17661 2667 6.6 1611 11.0 188 93.9 1086 16.3 2048 8.6 7600 2.3 

Cherwell Central 3275 924 3.5 120 27.3 30 109.2 92 35.6 438 7.5 1604 2.0 
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Cumnor Central 1947 283 6.9 207 9.4 0 0.0 50 38.9 349 5.6 889 2.2 

Headington Central 680 348 2.0 0 0.0 40 17.0 35 19.4 184 3.7 607 1.1 

Isis Central 2028 392 5.2 52 39.0 0 0.0 106 19.1 251 8.1 801 2.5 
Oxford South 
East Central 2001 315 6.4 61 32.8 0 0.0 52 38.5 325 6.2 753 2.7 

Wheatley Central 797 126 6.3 120 6.6 0 0.0 26 30.7 105 7.6 377 2.1 

Central   10728 2388 4.5 560 19.2 70 153.3 361 29.7 1652 6.5 5031 2.1 

Abingdon South 3827 520 7.4 252 15.2 0 0.0 108 35.4 326 11.7 1206 3.2 

Chiltern 
Edge/Sonning 
Common South 368 259 1.4 44 8.4 38 9.7 11 33.5 0 0.0 352 1.0 

Didcot South 3040 331 9.2 222 13.7 0 0.0 133 22.9 494 6.2 1180 2.6 

Faringdon South 1593 446 3.6 136 11.7 26 61.3 64 24.9 81 19.7 753 2.1 

Henley South 753 202 3.7 84 9.0 18 41.8 18 41.8 42 17.9 364 2.1 

Thame South 1326 39 34.0 113 11.7 40 33.2 121 11.0 105 12.6 418 3.2 

Wallingford South 634 275 2.3 177 3.6 30 21.1 51 12.4 42 15.1 575 1.1 

Wantage South 1562 237 6.6 192 8.1 0 0.0 89 17.6 221 7.1 739 2.1 

Watlington South 422 269 1.6 61 6.9 0 0.0 53 8.0 132 3.2 515 0.8 

Woodcote South 1295 0 0.0 115 11.3 98 13.2 16 80.9 0 0.0 229 5.7 

South   14820 2578 5.7 1396 10.6 250 59.3 664 22.3 1443 10.3 6331 2.3 

Oxfordshire 
Total   43209 7633 5.7 3567 12.1 508 85.1 2111 20.5 5143 8.4 18962 2.3 
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Table 1:5  
 
The average hourly charging rates for different types of provider by school 
partnership area.  
 
This provides information on childcare fees, with comparisons between 
different types of providers and areas.  
 

School 
Partnership Area 

After School 
Club 

Breakfast 
Club 

Childminder 
Day 

nursery 
Pre-School 
Playgroup 

Banbury North £3.10 £5.00 £4.24 £6.06 £4.70 

Bicester North £2.77 £3.90 £4.42 £7.01 £4.00 

Burford North £4.00 £7.00 £4.14 £6.36 £4.11 

Carterton North £2.18 £3.00 £4.84 £5.70 £2.21 

Chipping Norton North £4.59 £2.00 £4.35 £4.92 £4.50 

Eynsham North £4.77 £5.38 £4.51 £6.59 £3.50 

Kidlington North N/A N/A £4.77 N/A £3.09 

Warriner North £4.48 £3.75 £4.04 £4.35 £3.70 

Witney North £4.32 £5.19 £4.45 £5.41 £3.52 

Woodstock North £4.57 £4.17 £4.44 N/A £4.19 

North £3.88 £4.67 £4.42 £5.91 £3.90 

Cherwell Central £3.13 £4.00 £5.70 £6.56 £4.65 

Cumnor Central £5.05 £5.48 £4.80 £6.22 £4.45 

Headington Central £3.32 £3.88 £5.55 £8.45 N/A 

Isis Central £4.47 N/A £5.04 £5.84 £3.94 

Oxford South East Central £0.91 N/A £4.93 £6.95 £2.80 

Wheatley Central £3.39 £4.48 £4.90 N/A £4.30 

Central £3.72 £4.65 £5.19 £6.87 £4.21 

Abingdon South £4.78 £6.00 £4.67 £7.09 £3.63 

Chiltern 
Edge/Sonning 
Common South 

N/A N/A £5.17 £7.33 £3.94 

Didcot South £4.14 £5.40 £4.47 £5.20 £3.96 

Faringdon South £4.81 £4.22 £4.50 £5.52 £5.19 

Henley South £2.27 £8.25 £5.43 £6.32 £5.86 

Thame South £4.55 £5.75 £4.53 £5.43 £3.83 

Wallingford South £4.44 £6.42 £5.01 £5.69 £4.36 

Wantage South £3.89 £4.55 £4.91 N/A £3.54 

Watlington South £3.96 £5.35 £4.70 £6.89 £3.73 

Woodcote South £3.91 £5.15 £5.38 N/A £4.87 

South £4.21 £5.33 £4.71 £6.47 £4.03 

Oxfordshire 
Average: 

£3.83 £4.92 £4.76 £6.19 £4.02 
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Table 2:1 Oxfordshire 30 hours Free Childcare Sufficiency Overview (Summer 2018 Data)  

Partnership 
Sufficiency for Universal 

Offer 
Population (Summer 

2018) 
Known Capacity at Summer 

2018 (Peak) 
Autumn 

2018 
Spring 
2019 

Summer 
2019 

Autumn 
2018 

Spring 
2019 

Summer 
2019 

Abingdon 120% 1064 1282 449 595 713 89% 80% 72% 

Banbury 137% 1161 1591 480 644 778 99% 88% 82% 

Bicester 138% 1022 1413 417 561 685 101% 91% 83% 

Burford 142% 272 386 110 152 182 102% 91% 85% 

Carterton 138% 400 552 183 241 268 96% 86% 83% 

Cherwell 198% 659 1307 270 350 442 149% 136% 119% 

Chiltern Edge/Sonning 
Common 359% 58 208 23 32 39 249% 220% 215% 

Chipping Norton 150% 384 575 159 216 257 104% 93% 90% 

Cumnor 133% 390 518 174 254 261 89% 77% 80% 

Didcot 124% 1076 1335 448 626 721 88% 78% 74% 

Eynsham 158% 187 296 71 102 125 118% 104% 95% 

Faringdon 188% 351 660 147 200 235 130% 116% 113% 

Headington 147% 575 844 247 313 385 108% 99% 88% 

Henley 137% 222 304 88 118 149 100% 89% 82% 

Isis 110% 661 725 269 336 443 89% 82% 66% 

Kidlington 125% 333 417 145 187 223 91% 82% 75% 

Oxford South East 97% 752 729 303 405 504 74% 66% 58% 

Thame 107% 397 424 160 218 266 78% 70% 64% 

Wallingford 157% 333 524 137 186 223 108% 97% 94% 

Wantage 112% 662 744 265 362 444 85% 76% 67% 

Warriner 123% 310 382 109 168 208 97% 83% 74% 

Watlington 162% 166 269 66 90 111 123% 110% 97% 

Wheatley 151% 290 437 125 161 194 99% 90% 90% 

Witney 136% 634 861 263 342 425 99% 90% 81% 

Woodcote 103% 296 304 101 166 198 73% 61% 61% 

Woodstock 159% 206 328 84 115 138 115% 103% 95% 

Total 135% 12861 17415 5292 7139 8617 98% 88% 81% 
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Table 2:2 
 
The take up of places by 2 year old children eligible for free early education in 2017/2018  
 

  Autumn 17 Spring 18 Summer 18 Averages 

School Partnership Area 

Number of 
eligible 
families 
living in 

partnership 
area 

(estimate) 

Number 
of 

families 
taking 
up the 

funding 

% 
take 
up 

Number of 
eligible 
families 
living in 

partnership 
area 

(estimate) 

Number 
of 

families 
taking 
up the 

funding 

% 
take 
up 

Number of 
eligible 
families 
living in 

partnership 
area 

(estimate) 

Number 
of 

families 
taking 
up the 

funding 

% 
take 
up 

Average 
Take Up 

in 
2017/18 

Average 
Take Up 

in 
2016/17 

Abingdon 133 83 62% 123 77 63% 106 65 61% 62% 67% 

Banbury 234 225 96% 221 208 94% 202 186 92% 94% 101% 

Bicester 107 88 82% 95 80 84% 113 79 70% 79% 89% 

Burford 19 23 121% 16 20 125% 15 23 153% 133% 124% 

Carterton 52 27 52% 39 23 59% 42 29 69% 60% 48% 

Cherwell 81 58 72% 68 57 84% 67 56 84% 80% 67% 

Chiltern Edge/Sonning Common 6 9 150% 5 5 100% 4 4 100% 117% 106% 

Chipping Norton 49 50 102% 56 53 95% 58 55 95% 97% 98% 

Cumnor 47 37 79% 31 34 110% 35 30 86% 91% 101% 

Didcot 132 93 70% 132 96 73% 127 89 70% 71% 101% 

Eynsham 16 12 75% 8 13 163% 15 14 93% 110% 124% 

Faringdon 49 48 98% 33 35 106% 37 31 84% 96% 95% 

Headington 98 68 69% 102 70 69% 117 79 68% 69% 73% 

Henley 17 3 18% 12 7 58% 12 11 92% 56% 78% 

Isis 100 54 54% 99 63 64% 99 66 67% 61% 92% 

Kidlington 38 31 82% 29 24 83% 28 13 46% 70% 99% 

Oxford South East 175 145 83% 183 131 72% 174 128 74% 76% 84% 

Thame 28 26 93% 21 22 105% 28 24 86% 94% 83% 



     

36 
 

 Autumn 17 Spring 18 Summer 18 Averages 

School Partnership Area 

Number of 
eligible 
families 
living in 

partnership 
area 

(estimate) 

Number 
of 

families 
taking 
up the 

funding 

% 
take 
up 

Number of 
eligible 
families 
living in 

partnership 
area 

(estimate) 

Number 
of 

families 
taking 
up the 

funding 

% 
take 
up 

Number of 
eligible 
families 
living in 

partnership 
area 

(estimate) 

Number 
of 

families 
taking 
up the 

funding 

% 
take 
up 

Average 
Take Up 

in 
2017/18 

Average 
Take Up 

in 
2016/17 

Wallingford 29 29 100% 28 31 111% 19 22 116% 109% 104% 

Wantage 64 52 81% 66 50 76% 61 39 64% 74% 99% 

Warriner 25 20 80% 23 14 61% 26 20 77% 73% 108% 

Watlington 13 7 54% 17 8 47% 13 9 69% 57% 78% 

Wheatley 30 9 30% 33 16 48% 27 14 52% 43% 82% 

Witney 64 70 109% 73 66 90% 65 49 75% 92% 101% 

Woodcote 10 11 110% 9 11 122% 15 12 80% 104% 126% 

Woodstock 15 16 107% 24 21 88% 22 20 91% 95% 163% 

Total 1631 1294 79% 1546 1235 80% 1527 1167 76% 79% 90% 

 



Supply of childcare 5-11 year olds   

37 
 

Table 3.1 
The number of providers by School Partnership area and type of provider for children  

aged 5 to 11 years old.  
 

School Partnership 
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Central 34 28 47 1 28 12 0 7 1 5 2 165 

Cherwell 12 7 10 0 12 4 0 1 1 0 1 48 

Cumnor 7 5 7 0 3 1 0 0 0 2 0 25 

Headington 4 5 3 0 4 1 0 2 0 0 1 20 

Isis 6 3 16 1 4 4 0 1 0 1 0 36 

Oxford South East 1 5 7 0 3 1 0 1 0 1 0 19 

Wheatley 4 3 4 0 2 1 0 2 0 1 0 17 

North 58 67 117 2 27 26 2 10 2 17 4 332 

Banbury 9 13 25 1 8 5 0 1 0 1 0 63 

Bicester 12 12 36 0 4 3 0 2 0 2 0 71 

Burford 8 8 5 0 3 1 0 0 1 3 0 29 

Carterton 4 2 9 0 2 2 0 0 0 1 0 20 

Chipping Norton 4 6 11 0 2 4 0 2 0 2 0 31 

Eynsham 1 2 6 0 2 1 0 1 0 2 0 15 

Kidlington 3 4 5 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 18 

Warriner 4 6 5 0 2 5 0 1 1 1 1 26 

Witney 8 10 9 0 3 2 1 2 0 1 2 38 

Woodstock 5 4 6 0 0 2 0 1 0 3 0 21 

South 56 54 87 5 31 33 2 13 3 29 4 318 

Abingdon 12 8 26 1 7 4 0 1 1 5 0 66 

Chiltern Edge/Sonning 
Common 1 1 1 1 3 3 0 0 0 1 0 11 

Didcot 9 11 17 1 4 4 0 5 0 3 0 54 

Faringdon 6 8 4 0 4 7 0 2 1 2 1 35 

Henley 2 4 2 1 3 2 0 1 1 2 0 18 

Thame 6 4 18 1 1 2 0 1 0 4 1 38 

Wallingford 6 4 7 0 2 4 0 2 0 4 0 29 

Wantage 8 7 7 0 3 2 0 1 0 3 0 31 

Watlington 2 2 2 0 4 1 1 0 0 2 0 14 

Woodcote 4 5 3 0   4 1 0 0 3 2 22 

Grand Total 148 149 251 8 86 71 4 30 6 51 10 814 
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Table 3.2  
The number of places by school partnership area and type of provider for children aged 5 to 11  
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Banbury North 15 5102 45 263 183 119 610 

Bicester North 17 5075 65 242 244 71 623 

Burford North 8 1345 9 162 163 24 357 

Carterton North 5 1428 16 40 81 48 186 

Chipping Norton North 11 1531 20 121 81 95 318 

Eynsham North 6 1763 11 39 47 24 121 

Kidlington North 5 1508 9 81 61 24 175 

Warriner North 10 1705 9 121 81 119 331 

Witney North 13 2991 16 202 163 48 429 

Woodstock North 10 778 11 81 102 48 241 

North 100 23226 211 1352 1206 619 3388 

Cherwell Central 11 3874 18 141 244 95 499 

Cumnor Central 6 428 13 101 142 24 280 

Headington Central 4 3181 5 121 81 24 232 

Isis Central 9 1995 29 61 122 95 307 

Oxford South East Central 6 2931 13 101 81 24 218 

Wheatley Central 8 1112 7 61 83 24 175 

Central 44 13521 85 586 754 286 1710 

Abingdon South 22 5915 47 162 244 127 579 

Chiltern Edge/Sonning 
Common South 3 636 2 20 23 71 116 

Didcot South 15 3879 31 222 183 95 531 

Faringdon South 8 1838 7 162 122 167 458 

Henley South 5 1023 4 81 41 48 173 

Thame South 7 1745 32 81 122 48 283 

Wallingford South 6 2024 13 81 126 95 315 

Wantage South 12 2052 13 141 163 48 364 

Watlington South 6 1236 4 40 41 24 108 

Woodcote South 7 1315 5 101 81 95 283 

South 91 21664 157 1091 1146 818 3211 

Oxfordshire Total 235 58411 452 3028 3106 1722 8309 
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Table 3.3 – The number of children per place by type of provider and school partnership area for 
children aged 5-11 
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Banbury North 15 5102 45 113 263 19 183 28 119 43 610 8.4 

Bicester North 17 5075 65 78 242 21 244 21 71 71 623 8.1 
Burford North 8 1345 9 149 162 8 163 8 24 56 357 3.8 

Carterton North 5 1428 16 88 40 35 81 18 48 30 186 7.7 

Chipping Norton North 11 1531 20 77 121 13 81 19 95 16 318 4.8 

Eynsham North 6 1763 11 163 39 45 47 38 24 74 121 14.6 

Kidlington North 5 1508 9 168 81 19 61 25 24 63 175 8.6 

Warriner North 10 1705 9 189 121 14 81 21 119 14 331 5.2 

Witney North 13 2991 16 185 202 15 163 18 48 63 429 7.0 

Woodstock North 10 778 11 72 81 10 102 8 48 16 241 3.2 

North  100 23226 211 110 1352 17 1206 19 619 38 3388 6.9 

Cherwell Central 11 3874 18 215 141 27 244 16 95 41 499 7.8 

Cumnor Central 6 428 13 34 101 4 142 3 24 18 280 1.5 

Headington Central 4 3181 5 589 121 26 81 39 24 134 232 13.7 

Isis Central 9 1995 29 69 61 33 122 16 95 21 307 6.5 

Oxford South 
East 

Central 6 2931 13 233 101 29 81 36 24 123 218 13.4 

Wheatley Central 8 1112 7 154 61 18 83 13 24 47 175 6.4 

Central  44 13521 85 160 586 23 754 18 286 47 1710 7.9 

Abingdon South 22 5915 47 126 162 37 244 24 127 47 579 10.2 

Chiltern 
Edge/Sonning 
Common 

South 3 636 2 353 20 31 23 28 71 9 116 5.5 

Didcot South 15 3879 31 127 222 17 183 21 95 41 531 7.3 

Faringdon South 8 1838 7 255 162 11 122 15 167 11 458 4.0 

Henley South 5 1023 4 284 81 13 41 25 48 21 173 5.9 

Thame South 7 1745 32 54 81 22 122 14 48 37 283 6.2 

Wallingford South 6 2024 13 161 81 25 126 16 95 21 315 6.4 

Wantage South 12 2052 13 163 141 15 163 13 48 43 364 5.6 

Watlington South 6 1236 4 343 40 31 41 30 24 52 108 11.4 

Woodcote South 7 1315 5 244 101 13 81 16 95 14 283 4.6 

South  91 21664 157 138 1091 20 1146 19 818 26 3211 6.7 

Oxfordshire 
Total 

 235 58411 452 129 3028 19 3106 19 1722 34 8309 7.0 
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Table 3.4 
The average hourly rates for different types of provider by School Partnership area. 
 
This provides informaiton on childcare fees, with comparisons between different 
types of providers and areas. 
 
Note: not all providers supply fee information and therefore the average rates quoted 
may not be representative of the whole County. 
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 C
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Central 3.44 £   3.07 £   5.21 £   4.81 £   4.14 £   
Cherwell 3.54 £   4.00 £   5.75 £   4.00 £   4.32 £   
Cumnor 5.61 £   3.47 £   5.09 £   4.83 £   4.75 £   

Headington 2.02 £   3.93 £   5.67 £   6.00 £   4.40 £   
Isis 3.21 £   2.17 £   4.88 £   5.73 £   4.00 £   

Oxford South East N/A 0.75 £   4.86 £   N/A 2.80 £   
Wheatley 2.83 £   4.13 £   5.03 £   3.50 £   3.87 £   

North 3.96 £   3.26 £   4.53 £   4.76 £   4.13 £   
Banbury 3.57 £   2.03 £   4.18 £   3.00 £   3.20 £   
Bicester 3.46 £   3.44 £   4.18 £   4.88 £   3.99 £   
Burford 4.47 £   3.26 £   4.63 £   4.00 £   4.09 £   

Carterton N/A N/A 4.50 £   N/A 4.50 £   
Chipping Norton 4.05 £   2.83 £   4.20 £   6.18 £   4.31 £   

Eynsham N/A 3.23 £   4.85 £   6.25 £   4.78 £   
Kidlington N/A 3.50 £   4.70 £   N/A 4.10 £   
Warriner 3.62 £   3.00 £   5.63 £   3.91 £   4.04 £   
Witney 4.26 £   3.80 £   4.17 £   6.27 £   4.63 £   

Woodstock 4.33 £   4.25 £   4.25 £   3.63 £   4.11 £   
South 3.49 £   3.56 £   4.21 £   4.73 £   3.95 £   

Abingdon 4.02 £   3.74 £   4.56 £   N/A 4.10 £   
Chiltern Edge/Sonning Common N/A 4.50 £   5.50 £   N/A 5.00 £   

Didcot 3.58 £   2.09 £   4.24 £   4.74 £   3.66 £   
Faringdon 4.89 £   4.11 £   4.57 £   6.69 £   5.06 £   

Henley 3.45 £   8.25 £   6.00 £   N/A 5.90 £   
Thame 1.79 £   2.72 £   4.50 £   2.67 £   2.92 £   

Wallingford 3.99 £   2.88 £   4.35 £   4.75 £   3.99 £   
Wantage 3.47 £   3.80 £   4.79 £   5.82 £   4.47 £   

Watlington 2.91 £   1.95 £   1.67 £   6.39 £   3.23 £   
Woodcote 3.27 £   1.53 £   1.94 £   2.03 £   2.19 £   

Grand Total 3.64 £   3.33 £   4.56 £   4.76 £   4.06 £   
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Table 4.1 
 
The number of providers by School Partnership area and type of provider for children 
and young people over 12 years old. 
 

School Partnership 
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Central 5 2 9 0 11 0 1 28 

Cherwell 0 0 1 0 2 0 1 4 

Cumnor 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Headington 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 3 

Isis 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 4 

Oxford South East 3 1 4 0 4 0 0 12 

Wheatley 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 4 

North 8 12 63 1 12 1 0 97 

Banbury 1 3 16 0 2 0 0 22 

Bicester 0 0 21 0 1 0 0 22 

Burford 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 3 

Carterton 1 2 4 0 1 0 0 8 

Chipping Norton 2 2 1 1 1 0 0 7 

Eynsham 1 0 3 0 1 0 0 5 

Kidlington 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 4 

Warriner 1 1 4 0 2 0 0 8 

Witney 1 1 8 0 1 0 0 11 

Woodstock 1 2 3 0 0 1 0 7 

South 4 2 48 1 14 1 0 70 

Abingdon 0 0 8 0 3 1 0 12 

Chiltern Edge/Sonning Common 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Didcot 0 0 14 0 2 0 0 16 

Faringdon 0 0 4 0 2 0 0 6 

Henley 2 0 3 0 2 0 0 7 

Thame 0 0 7 0 1 0 0 8 

Wallingford 1 1 3 1 3 0 0 9 

Wantage 1 1 5 0 1 0 0 8 

Watlington 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Woodcote 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Grand Total 17 16 120 2 37 2 1 195 

 
This table excludes sport, leisure and arts activities, open access playgrounds, 
sports camps and holiday activities etc, run by community, sport and cultural 
organisations that often function as de facto childcare, especially for older children. 
Where details are advised or obtained then the information us included in the Family 
Information Directory- 
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/home.page

https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/home.page
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Table 4.2 
 
The Average hourly rates for different providers by School Partnership area. 
 
This provides information on childcares fees, with comparisons between different 
types of providers and areas. 

 
 
 
 
Note: not all providers supply fee information and therefore the average rates quoted 
may not be representative of the whole county. 
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Central 3.39£ 4.25£ 4.95£ -£   4.81£ 4.60£ 

Cherwell N/A N/A 5.50£ N/A 5.25£ 5.38£ 

Cumnor N/A N/A N/A N/A 5.63£ 5.63£ 

Headington N/A N/A 6.00£ N/A 4.81£ 5.41£ 

Isis N/A N/A 4.50£ N/A 6.29£ 5.40£ 

Oxford South East 2.27£ N/A 5.00£ N/A 2.06£ 3.11£ 

Wheatley 4.50£ 4.25£ 3.75£ N/A N/A 4.17£ 

North 3.80£ 1.75£ 4.46£ -£   4.24£ 4.01£ 

Banbury N/A N/A 4.15£ N/A 2.50£ 3.33£ 

Bicester N/A N/A 4.39£ N/A 4.33£ 4.36£ 

Burford N/A 0.50£ 5.00£ N/A 5.67£ 3.72£ 

Carterton 3.00£ 3.00£ 4.81£ N/A N/A 3.60£ 

Chipping Norton 4.20£ N/A 4.50£ N/A 5.63£ 4.78£ 

Eynsham N/A N/A 4.33£ N/A N/A 4.33£ 

Kidlington N/A N/A 4.88£ N/A 5.13£ 5.00£ 

Warriner 4.00£ N/A 3.50£ N/A 2.19£ 3.23£ 

Witney 4.00£ N/A 4.53£ N/A N/A 4.27£ 

South 4.88£ 3.88£ 4.62£ 6.40£ 3.51£ 4.37£ 

Abingdon N/A N/A 4.63£ N/A 4.30£ 4.46£ 

Chiltern Edge/Sonning Common N/A N/A 4.00£ N/A N/A 4.00£ 

Didcot N/A N/A 4.53£ N/A 2.00£ 3.27£ 

Faringdon N/A N/A 4.23£ N/A 2.63£ 3.43£ 

Henley 3.00£ N/A 5.17£ N/A N/A 4.08£ 

Thame N/A N/A 4.54£ N/A 3.63£ 4.09£ 

Wallingford 6.40£ 4.00£ 5.33£ 6.40£ 4.50£ 5.33£ 

Wantage 5.25£ 3.75£ 4.00£ N/A 4.00£ 4.25£ 

Watlington N/A N/A 4.75£ N/A N/A 4.75£ 

Woodcote N/A N/A 5.00£ N/A N/A 5.00£ 

Grand Total 4.07£ 3.10£ 4.63£ 6.40£ 4.15£ 4.29£ 
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Table 5.1  
 
Disability Access Fund, Early Years Pupil Premium and Special Educational Needs 
Inclusion Fund take up from Autumn 17- Summer 18 by School partnership area.  
 
 

  Autumn 2017 Spring 2018 Summer 2018 

School Partnership DAF SEN IF EYPP DAF SEN IF EYPP DAF SEN IF EYPP 

Abingdon 1 4 46 2 17 58 5 18 79 

Banbury 2 16 48 2 18 75 1 24 96 

Bicester 5 23 19 2 21 26 1 24 34 

Burford 2 13 16 1 8 22 0 10 27 

Carterton 0 2 7 0 2 17 0 4 22 

Cherwell 1 0 2 0 1 3 0 1 7 

Chiltern Edge/Sonning 
Common 0 5 37 0 12 45 1 22 54 

Chipping Norton 0 1 6 0 2 14 0 2 19 

Cumnor 0 0 5 0 1 4 0 1 6 

Didcot 0 0 10 1 0 15 0 0 18 

Eynsham 2 2 25 4 3 24 0 8 34 

Faringdon 0 2 3 0 1 5 0 1 9 

Headington 1 4 9 0 2 8 1 2 14 

Henley 2 0 7 0 3 11 0 3 19 

Isis 4 11 12 2 10 27 1 13 44 

Kidlington 0 0 8 0 0 10 0 0 12 

Oxford South East 0 8 26 0 13 50 0 17 63 

Thame 1 4 6 2 5 7 0 6 16 

Wallingford 2 4 7 1 4 8 0 10 17 

Wantage 1 13 48 2 19 64 2 30 76 

Warriner 4 21 61 2 14 91 3 23 116 

Watlington 1 4 10 0 2 16 0 7 21 

Wheatley 0 2 8 0 2 8 0 2 13 

Witney 1 12 7 1 12 13 1 15 18 

Woodcote 0 7 24 0 3 25 2 5 31 

Woodstock 1 8 13 3 8 22 2 10 26 

Total 31 166 470 25 183 668 20 258 891 

 
 
 



Appendix 1:  

Notes on sources and limitations of data and 

methodology 
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This report provides an overview of the supply of the places available, as at Summer 2018, 
for childcare, funded 2 year old children and for funded early education provision available 
for 3 and 4 year old children. 
 

Sources 
Places available and fees charged 
The place and fee data for Oxfordshire has been supplied by Oxfordshire Family Information 
Service (OxonFIS).  OxonFIS hold the Family Information Directory¹, which includes all 
childcare and early years providers in Oxfordshire registered with Ofsted and information 
from other provision that is not registerable with Ofsted, including school managed childcare, 
where this has been obtained.  
 

Ofsted registration does not specify the number of places and therefore OxonFIS is reliant 
upon providers to supply this information. OxonFIS is also reliant upon providers providing 
information about their setting where it is not registerable with Ofsted and therefore this 
report may not include a full picture of this provision. 
 

OxonFIS encourage providers to keep their records up to date. Where information has not 
been updated for 180 days providers are prompted to provide an update.  
 

Population data is the projected population for 2018, which is an update produced in May 
2017, obtained from housing led population forecasts available on the Oxford Insight 
website.²  
 

Funded 2 year old children 

• Places needed are taken from data of eligible children provided by the DfE and the 
sufficiency assessment matches them to places available in the school partnership area 
where the child lives. 
 

• The data does not reflect children living in one area but accessing their entitlement in 
another.  

 

• Following a move to electronic collection of the data used to make payments to 
providers, information on spare capacity information has not been collected since the 
autumn 2016 term. 

 

Funded 3 and 4 year old children (universal, 15 hour, entitlement) 

• The age eligibility criteria for the early education entitlement means that the lowest 
demand for places occurs each autumn term and the highest in the summer term. In 
order to ensure all year-round availability of places the summer term’s data is used when 
assessing sufficiency of places. 
 

• Places needed are based upon population estimates and assumptions made for children 
eligible for early education funding (EEF) that are of nursery class age. In the absence of 
other readily available data the calculation has assumed that monthly birth rates are 
consistent across the year. 
 

• Estimated population data for the area are matched against places available in school 
nursery classes and places taken up in the private, voluntary and independent sector in 
the same area. They do not reflect children living in one area but accessing their 
entitlement in another 

 

https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/home.page
http://insight.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/population-0
http://insight.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/population-0
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• The data does not reflect any spare capacity in the PVI sector or where school/academy 
nursery classes have admitted in excess of their published number. The sufficiency 
calculated is therefore the minimum available. 

 

Extended (30 hour) Early Education/Childcare for children aged 3 and 4 

• The number of eligible children has been estimated using population estimates and 
various pieces of economic data from the 2011 census. 

• The estimated number of children likely to take up the 30 hours was previously based on 
90% of the estimated eligible families.  

 

Methodology 
Data is presented for the County as a whole and is split into smaller geographical areas 
using school partnership areas.  A school partnership group consists of one or more 
secondary schools and the primary schools that feed into them. There are various ways that 
County data could be analysed but this has been found to most likely to reflect parent’s 
views on whether or not their early education and childcare needs are being met in their 
locality.  
 

It should be noted that the size of each school partnership and the number of children living 
in each school partnership area vary significantly and no meaningful analysis can be made 
when comparing one to another, apart from children per available place. 
 

Population data is available at ward level but school partnership areas do not always exactly 
match wards. Therefore, best fit assumptions are made to estimate the number of children in 
some school partnership areas. 
 
When compiling the report, the intention has been to avoid double counting in two or more 
age groups, by allocating provider types to one age group or the other. However where out 
of school places are provided by pre-schools or day-nurseries, alongside their early years 

provision, this approach potentially underestimates the availability of out of school places. 
 

When a box contains zero, this means that there are no providers falling into that category. 
 

Provision for children aged 12 and over 
This report contains information on the number and types of providers and average fees. It 
does not include a consideration of places because: 
 

▪ the number of providers is small 
 

▪ available places can depend upon the number of children under 12 who also attend  
 

▪ there is no requirement to register provision for children and young people aged over 
8 years, which means there is less information available. 
 

Activities and supervision for this age group are not usually described as childcare. 
Registered out-of-school clubs and play schemes are less likely to provide activities 
that are appropriate for children of secondary-school age. Instead parents of 11-14 
year olds often use de facto childcare, such as arts, sports and leisure activities as 
forms of childcare for older children. Where details of these are obtained, they are 
included in Family Information Directory¹, 

 

▪ providers often take a flexible approach to offering places and consequently the 
number of places made available at any time can respond to and reflect actual 
demand 

 

Relative to younger age groups the number of providers is small, so variations between school 
partnership areas are consequently exaggerated. Over half the providers, who advise that 
they have places available for children and young people aged 12 and over, are

https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/home.page
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childminders but when canvassed, over 70% stated that they have never been asked to take 
a child aged 12 years or more. 
 

Cost data 
Hourly rates have been calculated, using the assumptions noted below, in order to provide 
meaningful comparisons.  
 

Analysis of cost data only includes data from providers who have supplied information on 
their fees. Oxon FIS report that fewer providers are supplying fee information. Therefore, the 
average rates quoted may not be representative of the whole county. The information 
provides a picture of the fees charged by Oxfordshire’s early years and childcare settings.   
  
Where there are no settings in a school partnership area, the fees are reported as “£0.00” 
and where there are settings but we have no cost information, these are reported as N/A. 
 

Childminders 
Where childminders provide an amount, they nearly always state an amount per hour. 
Hourly rates given are an average from those providing a figure. 
 

Day Nurseries 
Normally provide daily costs - these were divided by 8 to calculate average costs per hour. 
 

Pre-School Playgroups 
Normally provide costs per session, which vary in length. An average session of 3.75 hours 
has been used to calculate average hourly costs. 
 

Private Nursery Schools 
 

Only 8 out of 18 private nursery schools have provided fee information and where they do it 
is a mixture of daily and sessional costs. The hourly fees have therefore been calculated for 
each setting, using the actual hours open. The information available may have limited value.  
 

Out-of-School settings  
 

a) Breakfast Clubs 
 

These run for varying times, generally around 1 hour. It was assumed that all costs provided 
were for 1 hour. Some breakfast clubs are free of charge and some just charge a nominal 
amount. Where it was clear that a self-sustaining fee was not being charged, this was not 
included in the calculation.  
  

b) After School Clubs 
Most settings provide a fee rate per session and most run for between 2½ and 3 hours. It 
has been assumed that these clubs run for an average of 2¾ hours. Hourly rates were used 
where provided.  
 

c) Holiday Play Schemes 
Most settings provide a fee rate per day and it has been assumed that these clubs run for an 
average of 8 hours. Hourly rates were used where provided. 
 

d) Provision for children age 12 years and over 
In many cases, out-of-school provision makes little or no charge. Limited information is 
available and it is not possible to draw any meaningful conclusions about the cost of 
provision for this age group  
¹ www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/familyinformation   

² http://insight.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/population-0.  
³ Family and Childcare Trust – Childcare Surveys 2016 and 2017 
  http://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/childcare-costs-research 

⁴ https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/familyinformation
http://insight.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/population-0
http://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/childcare-costs-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
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Scope of this report and help with finding early education and 
childcare provision 
 

This report is a snapshot and provides a picture of the overall supply of childcare and 
early education provision in Oxfordshire, mostly reflecting data as at 30 September 
2018. 
 

Families can obtain help in finding childcare through using the Family Information 
Directory www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/parents . This includes an on-line search facility. 
 
Oxfordshire Family Information Service Tel: 01865 323332 is also able to help families 
find childcare and access the support available to help pay for childcare. 
 

Families’ childcare needs, along with the availability of places, are constantly changing 
and the Council welcomes feedback if there are difficulties in finding suitable childcare. 
The Council cannot always guarantee a place in the specific area that parents would 
like but it is our desire that as many parents as possible can find the childcare they 
need to be able to work, or undertake training that will lead to work, and all families, 
who wish to, are able to access their entitlement to a funded early education place. 
 

Contact: - 
 

Oxfordshire Family Information Service – Tel: 01865 323332 E-mail: 
fisenquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/information-parents
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/information-parents
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/parents
mailto:fisenquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

